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Notes and Definitions 


Abbreviations: 


WIA = Wounded in action 

IIA = Injured in action 

N-B Injury - Non-battle injury 

FUO ~- Fevers of undetermined origin 


Annual Rates per Thousand: Rates in the form of "annual rates 


per thousand men" are conventionally used in medical 
statistics and reporting. They serve the purpose of 
basing observations on a common time-period. Most 
annual rates in this report are based on observation 
of a month-long period; such rates can be converted 
to rough percentages for the month by dividing them 
by 120. 


Crude Death Rates apply to all deaths from all causes among the 
entire army in the theatre, as distinct from death 


rates made specific for cause, age, risk, and so on. 
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HEALTH OF U. S. ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 
May, 1944 


1. NONEFFECTIVENESS 


The mean daily noneffective rate for the SWPA has not shown a signifi-. 
cant variation for the past six months, having remained approximately 
44 during the entire period. Although the rate dropped to 3.6% in April 
it rose again to 4% in May. Non-battle injuries continue to be the most 
important cause of noneffectiveness with a rate almost three times that — 
of neuropsychiatric diseases, the next most common cause, Although 
malaria dropped to fourth place with a decrease from 2 to 1.7 per 1000, 
the importance of this is probably nullified by the fact that it was supp- 
lanted by undiagnosed fevers which rose from 1.9 to 2.0. Venereal dis- 
eases declined to tenth place as a cause of noneffectiveness with a mean 
rate of 0.3. For all practical purposes, venereal diseases are not an 
important cause of noneffectiveness in this theater and may be expected 
to decline even further as the treatment of gonorrhea with penicillin 
reduces the hospitalization period for this disease. 


2. ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 


. f@nissions to sick report decreased, continuing the slow bu gradual 
decline which has been noted since January. The admission rate in Base 
I showed a marked increase during April and May due to an outbreak of 
diarrheal diseases coincident with the moving of the Base Headquarters to 
a new area, Late reports indicate the incidence is rapidly declining. 
Admissions to sick report for common respiratory diseases may be ex- 
pected to increase during the winter months. 


3. DEATHS 


Despite an increase in the strength of the theater, total deaths for 
the month decreased from 557 to 331; this decrease is a reflection of the 
decline in the number of those killed in action and dying of battle 
wounds from 397 to 196. The deaths from air transportation showed a gra- 
tifying decrease while those from drowning showed a moderate increase. 
The death rate was 9.2 in April as contrasted with 18.1 in March. 


4e EVACUATIONS 


The evacuation rate for the theater showed a moderate increase for 
the month, this being spread over numerous conditions. Chief increase was 
in evacuations for battle casualties and sequelae which rose from a rate 
of 1.39 to 2.58 and thereby forming 6.32% of the total as compared to 
372% for the previous month. Neuropsychiatric diseases continued to be 
the chief cause of evacuation although the ratio of these conditions to 
total evacuated declined from 42 to 38%. There were no evacuations from 
New Guinea to Australia during the month. There were 93 evacuations by 
air to the United States, a significat increase over the preceding month. 


5. NON-BATTLE INJURIES 

The analysis of non-battle injuries on Page 11 is a preliminary 
study which will be used as a guide for future a Witte Gil of the 
causes of these types of hospital admissions. 
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SECRET — :EA01NG CAUSES OF NONEFFECTIVENESS - AFRIL, 1944 | 
i (Based on Reported Conditions ) 


Army Personnel Remaining on Sick Report 
per Thousand Command Strength 


Cause O46 8 TO0-219 BA Ge ee oe ae 
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Neuropsychiatric Diseases.... 
Fever, Undiagnosed..:......;. 
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Battle Casualty........e2e0-. 


Common Respiratory Diseases. .f 


Diarrheal DiseaseS.....0.-008 <a 
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Venereal Diseases.......se0e- 


MEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE B&R THOUSAND 
Southwest Facific Area : 
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(a) Estimated, in that this rate is based on Abbreviated (Radiagraphic ) 
Weekly Statistical Reports. 
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| ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 
S ECR ET Disease and Non-Battle Injuries 


-) 4 | 


Rates per Thousand per Annum 


Camparative Admission Rates 
May, Annual Rate per 1000 


750 2250 


SWPA, All 1146 | 1054 | 101 
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(a) All of the rates above are computed on the basis of consolidated statis- 
tical reports (WDMD 86ab) with the exception of that for "SWPA, All" 
for May 1944, which is based on tic abbreviated radiographic statis- 
tical report. Above rates are subject to change upon receipt of late 
reports, 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT, SWPA 


Rate August, 1942 - May, 1944 inclusive 


Annual Rates per Thousand 
Admissions to Sick Report 
yp Cause [Peb|Mar [Apr [May (b 


WIA, IIA 
Diarrheal 
Diseases 
j Respiratory 
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(b) Based on abbreviated radiographic statistical report. 


SECR ET As of : 1 June '44 


Bige SU 


; ~~ 


SECRET DEATHS BY CAUSES, SWPA 


Total, 1943; 1944 thru'April; and April, 1944 


Absolute Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand 
1944 thru 
April apa ine 4 1944 
! Rate ate 


Automobiles 

Street cars 
Motorcycles 
Railroad 

Air Transportation 
Water Transportation 
Drowning 

Burns 

Falls 

Firearms 
Electrocution 
Animals 
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Based on WOMD S6ab, "Statistical Report"; subject to correction on 
receipt of late information. 
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SECRET MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, SWPA TO UNITED STATES 
January, 1943 - May» 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum 


MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, (BOARDED) AWAITING EVACUATION TO UNITED STATES 


Rate January, 1343 - May, 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum 
1000 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, NaW GUINEA TO AUSTRALIA 
January, 1943 - May, 1944, Inclusive 
Rates per Thousand per Annum® 
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Ss ECRET “MEDICAL EVACUATIONS BY CAUSE - SWPA TO UNITED STATES 


Total 1943 - and by Months 1944 ’ 


Absolute Numbers and Rates per Thousand per Annum 


MEAN STRENGTH 191366 | 311068 317547 see isola 
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MALARIA IN SELECTED BASES 
SECRET Meme Tes 


August, 1943 - lay, 1944 


Rates per Thousand per Annum 
(Based on Malaria Case Report Cards and Station-List Strengths) 
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ie ge S.W.P.A. MALARIA ATTACK RATES 
/ 1000 Fer 1,000 Fer Annum 


: Troops in 
malarious areas, SWPA 
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(a) Strength based on station lists, USAFFE, 

(b) Rates canputed from WDMD 86ab 


(c) Relapse rates prior to Sept. '43 not available. 


: NEW GUINEA MALARIA ATTACK RATES BY AREAS AND COMMAND, MAY, 1 


Cases Fer 1,000 Fer Annum * 


USAFFE | GHQ 


Base B 

Base C 

Base D 

Base £- 

Base F 

Base G 

New Britain 

Admiralty Is. . 
robriands 

N.G. TOTAL 

*Statistics Based on Malaria Case Report Cards. 
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PERCENTAGE OF DISEASE ‘HOSPITAL BEDS OCCUPIED BY 


MALARIA CASES IN S.W.P.A. 
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SECRET 


DENTAL SERVICE SWPA 


THE RELATIVE PERCENTAGE OF MILITARY PERSONNEL IN THE FOUR DENTAL 
CLASSIFICATION GROUPS AS COMPILED FROM MONTHLY REPORT OF DENTAL 
SERVICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH AR 40-510 


= [| 
fe [9 [a4 [as [oe [or 


The above chart indicates a significant change in the percentage found 


. to be in Classes I, II, III and IV in the 1944 period, as compared with this 


same period in 1943. 


There is a progressive reduction in the percentage reported as being in 
Class I and II, which are the groups in need of immediate or early treatment, 
including those requiring full dentures. The percentage in Class III shows 
aly a slight change. However, it is believed to be reasonably low for this 
group, which consists principally of those who are in need of partial dentures. 
the increase in the percentage reported in Class IV, which is the group not ie 
need of dental treatment, indicates that there is a progressive improvement in 


the dental health of our troops. 
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S.W.P.A. NON-BATTIE INJURIES - APRIL 1944 
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By Type end Arm or Branch of Service (Taken from 2676 completed cases) 


= 


Gasoline 


086 01S 


5-51 


Strains & 
Sprains 
Pa ee 


4.11} 1.98 oy) 


° 
=“ 
on 


e 
ce 
pee) 


3.14] 1.42 


ccutaee leo! Ieccley See 


ag . 
X) 
e fe | 


> 


° 
< 
° 
~ 


°o 

3 
e 
° 
3 


1.0 1.7 ® ° 6.69 


1.61) .75) 6 037 015 6.28 


219 


1.16] .67 


207 


1.05; .86 


. 
a 
a 


° 
°o 
3 


1.12] 71 


e771 226 


zs 
a2 

38 
28 
if 
43 
ee 
= 


ay! 


e 
~ 
© 


hal -ielen [ellie bastgd a 


SECRET 


1” a 7 ‘ Pe 
176] 19802 | 89/| 35 p 16 248 |14.39 


ea ae 


\ ewe 


MEDICINE 


A 


NLM 040343784 1 


